




Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, as God in 

Christ forgave you. 
Ephesians 4:32   

• God’s forgiveness is costly 

• God’s forgiveness is fully 
experienced when accepted 

• God’s forgiveness is a commitment  

• God’s forgiveness is the beginning 
of reconciliation 

• God’s forgiveness does not 
eliminate all consequences 

Bearing with one another and, if 
one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so you 

also must forgive.  
Colossians 3:13  

• My forgiving will cost 

• My forgiveness is fully experienced 
when accepted 

• My forgiveness is a commitment  

• My forgiveness is the beginning of 
reconciliation 

• My forgiveness does not eliminate 
all consequences 

How God Forgives How should I forgive 



You have 
offended 
someone 

Humility and 
Prayer 

Approach 
asking for 

their gift of 
forgiveness 

  So if you are offering 
your gift at the altar 
and there remember 
that your brother has 

something against 
you,  (24)  leave your 
gift there before the 
altar and go. First be 

reconciled to your 
brother, and then 

come and offer your 
gift. Matthew 5:23-24 

Christians are the 
most forgiven 
people in the 

world. Therefore, 
we should be the 

most forgiving 
people in the 

world.   
 

Ken Sande 

I am the Offender 



You have been offended by someone 

Drop it Don’t drop it 

Questions to ask 
1. Have I examined myself? 
2. How sure am I that I am right? 
3. How important is this? 
4. Does this person show a pattern of this kind 

of behaviour? 
5. What else is going on in the other person’s 

world? 
6. What do wise people counsel me to do? 

Don’t speak of it 
to anyone else 

For lack of wood the fire goes out, 
and where there is no whisperer, 
quarreling ceases. Proverbs 26:20 

Above all, keep loving one 
another earnestly, since love 

covers a multitude of sins. 
1Peter 4:8 

I will not forgive I will forgive 

Study Matthew 
18:23-35 

Surrender your wrath 
towards the person to God 

Resolve not to take revenge 

Proactively show love 

Let God settle the account 

Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave it to 
the wrath of God, for it is 

written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the 

Lord. Romans 12:19 I forgive you 

I am the Offended 



Offering my Forgiveness 

Keep the circle small 

Be gracious 

No revenge, not even a little 

Listen first and be prepared to ask 
for forgiveness 

Take the other person at their word 

Choose the time and place 
carefully 

Choose your words carefully 

Be patient 

If they 
accept your 
forgiveness 

If they 
don’t 

accept your 
forgiveness 

If they 
can’t 

accept your 
forgiveness 

Speak to 
your elders if 

you can 
Matthew 

18:16 
 

Complete 
your part of 
forgiveness 

You have 
gained a 
brother 

Matthew 
18:15 

• Trust God 
• Refuse 

bitterness 
• Concentrate 

on Christ 
• Pray, Pray, 

Pray 

I am the Offended 




